Ultrastructural study of Cryptosporidium development in Madin-Darby canine kidney cells.
Transmission electron microscope studies have been made into phases of the life cycle of a bovine isolate of Cryptosporidium cultured in vitro on Madin-Darby canine kidney cells. The cytoplasm of parasitized cells was noticeably altered, including marked vacuolization and the appearance of membrane structures close to the developing parasites. These changes suggest that the protozoan may release cytopathogenic factors.